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{Continued from issue No. 12)

“THIRUPPAVAIL®

OR
HYMNS TO THE BEAUTECUS GRACE

loveliness is portrayed in Hymn 18 which Sri Ramanuja had just then been
chanting. Peria-Nambi at once understood the cause of Sri Ramanuja’s swoon,
and knew that a divine vision had passed through his mind.

Tradition asserts that Sri Ramanuja used to recite this poem thrice a day,
and it is possible that the haunting melodies sweet phraseology, and fine imagery
of the songs must have enchanted him, and farnished him with some of the fme
concepts contained in Sri Bhashya.

Sri Bhattar, the great successor of Sri Ramanuja, in the spiritual hierarchy,
seems to have said that every Vaishnava should recite daily the whole of
Thiruppavai, or at least the twenty-ninth hymn or meditate for a while upon its
main theme a..d precious teachings.

It mast not be forgotten that a great flood of light had been released by
Sri Andal and that “the Renaissance of Worship” which had its birth in the times
of the Alwars gatheved force and mowmentum in the succeeding centuries when a
great host of saints sprang up in the Maharashira country to carry the torch
forward from the south to the north- Saint Mearabai may be regarded as the
counterpart of 8ri Andal, although she differed from her in one essential respect
in that she was wedded to the Rana of Marwar.

Sri Ramauanda, Kabir and the Liord Chaitanya may be said to have drunk-
deep at the divine fount of an earlier age for their inspiration. It is possible to
trace many sweet echoing notes in Tagore’s Gitanjali, in the songs of Sri Andal
and other Alwars whose culture of an earlier age slowly permeated from the
southern country into Bengal.

These thirty hymns have called forth an inexhaustible mine of precious
religious lore in the learned commentaries of the Acharyas; and during the month
of margali (i. e December-January) it has been customary to explain the verses
in minute dekail, and expound their philosophy by devoting a day to each one of
the thirty hymns. What endless meanings are contained in the narrow span of
each song? He who digs finds new and newer gold ores, and precious stones.

These verses which are full of fine melody can be sung to delightful tunes,
and many attempts have been recently made to find their proper musical notation.
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The laudable endeavours of Sri Ariyakudi Ramanuja Iyengar whose notations
were published in “Swadesha mithran” must be mentioned here as worthy of

notice- '
Several skilful artists have also attempted to paint on canvas the dreams

of Sri Andal as portrayed in “Thiruppavai”, and many Vishnu temples in South
India contain inside the precincts on walls and temple-domes, graphic representa-
tions in colour of the drama of love enshrined in “Thiruppavai”. Noteworthy
are the paintings in Srirangam temple, and the dome work in Sri Villiputtur.

For dance-recitals also, “Thiruppavai” contains a fitting theme, since it
represents the journey of human souls towards the ennobling River of Bliss, and
revives in a beautifal measure, the Ras-Lila of Bhagavatham.

7. AN APOLOGY

Tt has been my burning desire to present to the English-knowing public in
this garb, the grace and sweetness of the original, as best as possible, so that. the
lay Tamil reader may be inspired to read the original, and understand better its
beauties. To those unacquainted with the Tamil language, my humble translation
may serve as & guide to Sri Andal’s temple of thought- No translation can be
perfect, and satisfy every discerning qritic. My own excuse for the venture

cannot be better expressed than in the words of Sri Andal herself contained in

Hymn 28.
“Ignorant folls are we. And out of love, we have called thee by short,

slighting names. Disdain us not, Lord! for this. Grant us the boon -of Thy

Grace”-

The task was undertaken purely in a spirit of love, although the impossi-
bility of conveying in a foreign language, the living splendour of thought replete
with fine imagery and rich with allusions had been fully recognised.

8. THANKSGIVING

My grateful thanks are due to several friends who have inspired and
guided me in this voluntary work cheerfully undertaken as my humble homage to
the lotus-feet of Sri Andal. The clear and learned commentaries of Sri P. B.
Annangarachariaswami of Kanchipuram have served as a beacon-light, dispelling
many doubts and difficulties, and thereby inducing me to ui.dertake a study of the
subject. The Swami.has done invaluable yeoman service to the cause of
Sri Vaishnava Literature, both Tamil and Sanserit, almost unaided, and against
numerous obstacles. He has placed me under a heavy debt of gratitude by
undertaking to publish my translation in #e pages of this journal.

S. ﬂangaswami.

L . - N N o
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THIRUPPAVAI OR
HYMNS TO THE BEAUTEOUS GRACE

HYMN 1

This is the mownth of ' margali, the good day when the Moon is full!
Ye who desire to bathe, come along, O! well-adorned !

Wealthy damsels of the rich cowherd’s * village!

The son of ® Nandagopan, famed for his sharp lance, and deeds fierce;
Lovely-eyed # Yasodha's lion-whelp;

Blue cloud His form ; lotus-red His eyes ; and the very Sun and the
Moon His face!

s Narayana, Himself, will bless us, doubtless with ® service;
The world a-praising. Be ye immersed- May our Goddess bless the 7 vow!

The Month of December-January.

The home of Sri Krishna's foster-parents-Gokulam, on the banks of the Yamuna.
Krishna's foster-father.

Krishna’s foster-mother.

The Supreme Being.

Parai or the drum stands here for service to humanity.

“‘El or Empavoy’’-an untranslatable musical refrain in every hymn,-omitted from the
translation in succeeding hymns.

A

NSO e

HYMN 2 N

. N
- Blessed dwellers of the earth! listen ye unto the rites

We perform at our festive vow. Hymning a Verse

To the feet of the * Supreme who sleepeth soft in a sea of milk,

Ghee we will not take; nor milk. And bathing early at dawn,

We will not paint our eyes with 2 black, nor bind our hair with ﬂowers,
Acts forbidden we will avoid; and slander, never utter.

Gifts and alms,—tendering as much as the hand can give,

Joyous we will meditate upon the path of bliss-

1 Vishnu, the Supreme being, reclines on the thousand-hooded serpent (Adi-Sesha)
in profound repose in a vast sea of milk. The Serpent represents wisdom, the repose
yogic trance or silent activity, and the milk, all the pure (satvic) qualities.

2 Collyrium for heightening the beauty of the eye.
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HYMN 3

Rising aloft He measured the worlds, the * Neble one! His names
Chanting, if to our festive vow, we give ourselves, and bathe,

Free from ills, over all the land, monthly showers thrice will fall;—
Amidst the rising paddy, rich and red, the carp will # leap,
Awhile the motiled bee slumbers in lily blossoms blue;
And tireless, as the milkmen press the dripping teats,

Pot after pot, the noble kine bounteous, will fill with milk,
Wealth perennial swelling to "the full.

1 A reference to Vishnu’s ThriVikrama Avatar.
2 Suggestive of plentiful irrigation.

"HYMN 4

Lord of the Rain-bearing eloud! Stint thou not anything from us;

Plunging into the deep, and sueking its waters, rise thou upwards resounding,
And grow thou dark of form, like the ' Primal First,

And in the hand of 2 Padma-nabba. beauteous-shouldered,

Glitter thou like 3 His disc;-and thunder forth like His conch;

And, delaying not, like a shower of arrows pressed from His bow (Sarnga)
To bless the earth, pour thou down in torrents,

So we too might bathe happily in Margali.

1 God, as Lord Narayana, was the creator of all wo‘rlds,-This hymn is addressed to the
Rain-God, bidding him to protect the world
2 Vishnu, the lotus-navelled.

Lv 3 The conch, the disc and the bow (Sarnga) are Vishnu's weapons. A delightful
comparison of the blue cloud to Lord Vishnu, and the lightning, thunder. and rain to His
weapons, the disc, the conch and the bow.

l HYMN 5

The Elusive ¥ Ore, the Prince of glorious Mathura 2 Noith,

The soul of the pure, puissant yamuna 2 ghat.

} ‘ The beauteous lamp born in a cowherd’s 4 family,—

5 Damodara, who illumined His mother’s womb,—

Him, if we approach pure, and offer flowers fresh,

As we sing with our mouths, and dwell on Him with our minds,—
Our sins bygone, aud standing by, '

Will consumed be like shreds in fire. Speak thou on.

1 Flusive--sometimes appearing as an ordinary human being; sometimes revealing His
divine nature. .

2 Mathura North-as opposed to mathura South (mathura éna maduraj

3 At the touch of child Sri Krishna's feet, the waters of the yamuna became pure. \

4 XKrishna's upbringing among cowherds sanctified them.

'S Literally “‘the child with a cord round the waist’’ to keep it cut of mischief!



