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Alleged public disclosure, by Sri Ra;manuia, of the holy
o ‘TIRUMANTRA’

[S. SATYAMURTHY AYYANGAR, GWALIOR. ]

Quite a few writers have presented a misleading picture of the above-
mentioned episode. It has been made out by them that Sri Ramanujd
purveyed the precious ‘mantra’ and its esotoric meaning acquired by him at
great personal inconvenience. to all and sundries, the public in general,
casually gathered in front of the temple at Tirukkottiyur, hardly eligible to
be treated so, literally throwing pearls before swine. This sounds rather
reproachful, detracting very much from the greatness of Sri Ramanuja and
his generous gesture. The truth of the matter is, however, as follows:—

No doubt, 8ri Ramanuja had to visit Tirukkottiyur, a number of times
to get himself initiated into the said holy mantra by Ghoshtipurnar. (Tiruk-
kottiyur Nambi), a fact corroborated by Sri Parasara Bhattar. in his hymn
landing Ghoshtipurnar. That being the case, it is pointed out, in some
quarters, that it is highly improbable that Sri Ramanuja would have divulged
the secret to many, in such on open manner, in utter disregard of the
preceptor’s injunction. Well, many ardent Vaisknavite residerits of the place,
who were watching, with great anguish, Sri Ramanuja making a number of
abortive visits to the town, reverently approached him and betrayed their own

desperate longing for the hidden treasure of spiritual knowledge. They told
the toiling saint :—

“If even one of your eminence finds it so hard to gain access to the
spiritual knowledge of such vital importance, what shall be our
lot? There is not the ghost of a chance of eur initiation by Nambi.

~ And so, please do not forget to extend the benefit to us, when
you eventually get hold of the treasure.”

r

Sri Ramanuja took due note of their ardeur. When at long last, he
gained access to the sacred knowledge, he asked only those supplicants to
assemble, in a body, on the first floor of the temple of Lord Sowmya
Narayana and shared with them his new found knowledge. This is borne
out by Sri Manavala Mamuni’s elucidation of aphorism 204 of ‘Acharya
Hridayam’. In the said aphorism, the author has said :—

“This sense of belonging, non-endurance of the spiritual degenera.-

tion of others and boundless compassion for straying humanity
A
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are the unique traits of the Divine Mother (Sita), the illustrious
son (Prahlada), the dutiful scion (Vibhishana), Saint Nammalvar
and his staunch follower (Sri Ramanuja),

Highlighting Sri Ramanuja’s compassion, in this context. Manavala-
Mamuni, the glossator, bhas pointed out how the saint wore himself down.
walking up and down Tirukkottiyur, umpteen times and yet shared the secret
knowledge. so gained, with the ardent members of a specially constituted
assembly (Olakkam or Ghoshti). It is clear from the text of the said commen-
tary that it was not a motley crowd of passers-by, to whom Sri Ramanuja

purveyed all that knowledge. Surely, this is not a case of a handful of <oins
being thrown helter-skelter to be picked up by all and sundries, but one of
careful bestowal of rare, esotoric knowledge #nto the ardent seekers (e
wen_Gumi), the prospective beneficiaries.

—[Adopted from SriP. B. A. Swami’s article].

Ramanuja Siddhanta
(D. RAMASWAMY AYYANGAR., Advocate, Madras).

Historians and modern research scholars tell us that during the
centuries that intervened between Sankara and Ramanuja, a wave of Bhakti
cult. or the path of devotion. swept over the whole of Tndia. As Ramanuja
came into the world after the gieat Tamilian devotees krown as the Azhwars,
he laid emphasis on Bhakti (or God-love) as much as on Gnana (or God-
knowledge). unlike, Sankara who, in accordance with the genius of his time,
had laid stress on Gnana alone as the means of attaining salvation. The
concept of God-head also changed, and in the place of the Nirguna (attri-
buteless) Brahman postulated by Sankara, Ramanuja evolved a God of beau-
teous form and figure. full of all auspicious and good qualities (kalyana gunas)
and oppused to evil of every sort (Heyapratibhata). Saguna sruties and
Nirguna Sruties were both thus given significance a meaning, nirguna being
taken to indicate absence of bad or evil attributes. and not a total absence of
attibutes. Brahman now becomes Srinivasa, and one can see the two terms .
equated with each other even in the very first (the mangala) sloka of Ramanu-
ja’s Sri Bhashya (Sutra Bhashya). The Iswara of the Advaita Siddhanta did of
course possess qualities and answered somewhat to the description of the
Saguna Brahman talked of by the Srutis. but Ramanuja's full-fledged God
with a name and a form, and with attributes, all on an eternal basis and not
having foundations in illusion. was a more true, a more valid and a vastly
more attractive psrsonality. The upasaka was thus presented with a more

lovable and gracious God-a personal God, so to say, taking the place of an
abstract Brahman. '
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Cencictently with this postulate of the highest Godhead, the Tatwa.
Hita an<  urushartha were re-stated by Ramanuja by a more appealing form:
which s: ! fied the intellectual quest of the human soul for God, and, at the
same ti : furnished food for that great human emotion, love. Contempla-
tion of GoJ became pleasant and Sadhana Bhakti (Bhakti as means) became as
sweet and enjoyable as saadhya Bhakti {Bhakti that is‘aspired for). [t is like
asking a patient to take milk and sugar and all the delicacies known to the
tongue as a remedy for his disease. The centre was shifted from the “aham®’
of one's own self, to God, the Highest Self. “Soham’ (I sm He) gave place
to “Daasoham’’ (I am His servant). Karma (or action) is transmuted into
Kainkarya or service to God and godly men. and work is sublimated into
worship. Punya (good deeds) and paapa (sin) have no more any merit or
demerit in the matter of the spiritual progress of the soul. Both of them are
chains that keep one bound in Samsara (the cy:le of births and deaths)
Punya may be a golden chain and paapa an iron chain, but both are chains-
The only true Punya is to strive for union with God every moment of our life,
the only Paapa is to forget Him and to think and act as if we are indepen-
dent of Him. Realising that God alone is the source and sustenance of every
individual soul, we entirely yield ourselves up to Him in thought, word and
deed, and become Prapannas Our sins classified by Ramanuja im the
Saranagati Gadya as Bhagavat-apacbara (sins towards God), Bhaagavata -
apachara (sins towards His true Devotees), Asahya-apachara (unbearable
i e, unpardonable +ins) and so on. sins that have been committed, that are
being committed, and that may hereafter be committed in thought, word
and deed all of them without exception get “*scorched like cotton in fire’’
as stated by an Upanishad and in the fifth verse of Tiruppavai. ‘The Lord’s
declaration from the Charioteer’s seat in Arjuna’s Ratha (car) comes true and
we are released by His grace from all sins (Sarvapaapebhyah mokshayishyami).

Here certainly is a very sweet and attractive system more appezling to
the.common man and more within his grasp. In addition to it, the theory
evolved is of universal application and is conducive to the well-being and
ameclioration of all men and communities.

Sareera-Careeri-bhava or body-soul relationship is the key-stone to
Ramanuja’s edifice of philosophy, known by the name of Visishtadvaita
Siddhanta It means that God sustains. commands, and obtains all benefits
from, the individual soul, who in turn is sustained and commanded by God
and exis’s only for him. :

God, Man and matter are now organically linked up and united. And
each individual soul is therefore a part, however small, of this homogeneously
linked up system. The corollaries derivable from this synthesis’are numerous,
and every one of them leads to the greater happiness and well-being of
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man. If all the souls are prakaras or modes of Brahman er Godhead, they
being like several parts in the anatomy of the human body, does it not follow
that they must all act in unison and werk for the walfare of the entire body:>
and that there can be no room for conflict or quarrel between one man and
another, amy more than there can be between one part of the body and
another? The Visishtadvaita principle of aprthak siddhi (inseparable connec-
tion) holds good also in spheres other than the spiritual, and is sure to yield
very good and happy results if steadfastly kept in view and steadily brought
into practice. Just as there can be no conflict bstween man and man, there
can be no hitch or internecine trouble within groups or associations of men.
Taking the family as a unit, the entire family is the soul, as it were, and the
members of the family different parts of that family’s body. The imparti-
bility of the family is thus emphasised and each member works for the welfare
of the whole family. From family to society is the next step. Every member
of the society is, so to say. an anga (member) of the society which is the angi
or body. If this relationship bstween the individual and the society is kept in
mind, there can be no conflict between the interests of an individual and the
interests of the society. And similarly with regard to a state and its citizens,
the federation of states and each individual state. between nation and nation,
ultimately between international weal and national weal. The harmonious
blending and homogenous concept involved in the synthetic body-soul concept
1s capable of very wide expansion and universal application.

No wonder therefore that Swami Vivekananda, - stalwart Advaitin
as he was - paid a high compliment to Ramanuja in the tollewing terms:
“Ramanuja. with a most practical philosophy, a great appeal to the emotions,
an entire denial of birthrights before spiritual attainments, and appeals
through the popular tongue, completely succeeded in bringing the masses back
to the Vedic Religion”.

Ramanujarya Divyagna Prativasaram Ujjwala,
Digantavyaapinee bhooyat Saa hi lokahitaishinee.
gror mer i Senur depr  Ur Sleureny pgmsaeoT 1
Febgawr9f yurg evraf Ceorsaensafent 1]

INSTITUTE OF RAMANUJA PHILOSOPHY

A group of Professors, Doctors and Journalists met at No 13. Maha-
lakshmi Street, T. Nagar, Madras on 4—7—76 under the presideatship oj
Chandilyan and after a discussion unanimously agreed to set up an organi-
sation titled “Institute of Ramanuja Philosophy” with the idea of providing
research facilities for advanced studies in the Philosophy of Sri Ramanuja
and also propagating the ideals of the great Teacher through publication of
Journals and Books. A committee was formed to draft the constitution of
the aforesaid Institute. A. THIRUVENGADATHAN, Convener.
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There is an ancient temple of Sri Varadarajaswami (Built by Chola
Kings) at (Yogapuri) Vagata Agrahara, P. O. Hoskote Taluk, Bangalore Dt.,
only 20 miles from Bangalore City.

In this temple Avaranam the Bhashyakar Kainkarya Sabha celebrated
the Thiruprathishta Mahothsavam of Utsava and Moola Divya Mangala
Vigrahas of Srimath Bhaghavath Ramanuja. Between 14—5—69 and 18-5-69

This was done by Agama Vidvans in the immediate presence of lat.
H.H. U Ve Yatindra Pravana Sri Ramanuja Jeeyar Swamigal of Sri Kanchee-
puram Vadakesari Alagia Manavala Ramanuja Jeeyar Mutt. He did
Thirtha Parigraham and also brought with him the Modaliandan from Sri
Varadarajaswami Temple of Kanchipuram He also lead the Goshti of Veda,
Itihasa Purana recitals and ths Nalayira Divya Prabhanda Sevai which was
adorned by Asthan Vidvans, Vidyabhushns and Mahopadvayas from Alwar
Thirunagari and Thirunarayanapuram at the time of their annual * Thiru
Prathishta Mahothsavam. Divyamangala Vigrahas of Manavala Mamunigal
Nammalwar and Garudalwar. Thiruprathishta Mahothsavam were celebrated.

The annual Jayanthi of -Sri Yatindapravana Ramanuja Jeeyar Swamiji
of Kanchipuram Vadakesari Alagia Ramanuja Jeeyar Mutt, Smarakasangha
conducted almost a month-long Nityaseva Kainkaryam in memory of this
from his first Janmanakshatram, Revatht in Adi month to(18-7-76) 1I Revathi
in Adi (15-8-76). The special nityothsavam included Nitya Tirumanjanam for
Acharyas, Alwar Divyamangala Vigrahas, Tirumanjsnam and Thiruveedi
Uthsavas for Sri Varadarajaswami on five Sundays. Vedic Itahasa Purana
recitals and Nalayira Divya Prabhanda Sevas done four times (Sattumurais on
four Sundays). :

There is a standing threat of Govt's reforms to deprive the Archaka of
the lands of and by land reforms the Agrahar’s brahmin famili s lost all lands
- and there are only three Sri Vaishnava and three other Brahmin families now
here A keen need is felt to arrange for Nitya Seva of the Dieties. A Nitya-
seva-mandali has been formed to look after this.

B. SRINIVASA IYENGAR (SOTIAI). Organiser.



	

