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PREFACE
(to first edition of 1912.)

The following few pages clearly unfold the very interesting
tor of the Great Uttama Nambi family to whose selfless exertion
~th  sacred temple at Srirangam owes its present dignified position.
‘Having oﬁogﬁl Andal of divini birth in solumn marriage to the

- presiding deity of Sriranganig@f migrated from Srivilliputtur 4?
. centuries/back, the noble fa steadily buift up 2 tradition at their
land of ‘adoption whereby Sri Rangmathuwamt came to be

- pecognised as one of their Kith and Kin, and the temple was
conducted by them as if it was more than their own family concern.

" The family and the temple like 3O many other things mundane
went through many vicissitudes of fortune and they stood or fell
rogether. Foreign invasions, iconoclastic tendencies, minority @f
the 89th descendant, family dissensions, and the advent of the
British power and influence paved the Wway for those who were
primful with envy 3at the unique greatness of the Uttama Nambi
family, to slowly introduce the thin end of the wedge to clip the
wings of that family by encroaching upon their exclusive rights and

! privileges, and to pose themselves subsequently as superior persons
whose names also could with impunity, be pronounced along. with
\ the Uttama Nambis, in the same preath. Had Uttama Nambis willed,
‘they cnuld have raised themselves t0 the peerage by not allowing a
number of fat villages to escape from their firm grip on three
different occasions. God has no doubt laid the family low in the
sense that in the temple their voice is no longer the law that
it was; but avarice never entered into cheir minds p¥hatever
other faults may be laid at their door as reasons for their ownfall. *
W,

L2

o

RS-

{

The authrities consulted and freely quoted-in the book
are of no mean order and even destructive criticism cannot detract R
from the sterling merits of the family. A careful study of the book™ ‘

will amply repay perusal.

~May God restore family to their former greatness
.is the humble prayer o) - '

The Author,
(S. N.)
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¢ Very little is known {or certain about
istory of the temple. An elaborate Sthala -
na gives a legendary account of its origin;
vernacular document, the. Koil
contains a good deal of information,
e of which is probably historical about the
nes of the place. One of the Mackenzie
gives an account of the geneology of
priestt and the fortunes of the temple.

¥

his describes the benefactions of the various
ople to the building at various times. Some
appears to be derived from the inscriptions
nd it has vndoubtedly some historical value-

eneological accoun: of the Uttama Nambis

W ilenn?
Wilson's catalogue Page 428.
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