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“King George V Memorial Tamil Prize.”

This Prize is founded by His Holiness Srilasri Kasi Vasi
Swaminatha Thambiran Swamigal Avergal of Tirupanandal,
to keep ever fresh and green the sweet memory of our beloved
Sovereign and EMPEROR GECRGE V for his benevolence,
large-heartedness and love for India. The Prize is intended
for the encouragement for the pursnit and study of Tamil
and it shall be styled as “ KING GEORGE V MEMORIAL
TAMIL PRIZE.”

The Endowment at present consists of Rs. 385,000
(Rupees Thirtyfive Thousand) invested in Government
Securities, 3% per cent Non-terminable Promissory Notes. Out
of the annual interest accruing, a sum of Rs. 1000 (One
Thousand) shall be paid in cash ags PRIZE, annually, to the
candidate who stands first in the first class in Tamil in the
Oriental Title Examination, Vidwan (Final) Examination,
taking Tamil alone as the subject, under Regulation 7-D of
the Regulation in Chapter ...of the University Calendar,
Volume 1, part 11, 1935~36, or the corresponding Regulations
of any subsequent issue of the University Calendar. The
unexpended interest of the Endowment Fund shall be added
to the corpus of the Fund aunually and allowed o accumulate
until the Capital of the Endowment amounts to Rs. 1,00,000
(Rupees One Liakh). Thereafter, the entire intercst accruing
from the Capital fund shall be paid as Prize amount to the
winner each year.

The terms and conditions of the award of the Prize
will be ag follows :

(1) The Prize iz open to all (male or female) candidates
irrespective of caste or creed.

(2) The Prize shall be awarded to the candidate, who
among the candidates qualifying during the year for the
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Vidwan Title with Tamil alone, in the Oriéntal Title
Examination, secures a 1st class in the Final Examination
and has stood first among them, provided that he has passed
the Examination at the first appearance.

If, in any year, two or more candidates are eligible for
the Prize, the Prize shall be awarded to that Candidate
who has obtained the highest number of marks in the whole
examination taking into consideration the marks obtained in
the Preliminary Examination for this title. If there is a tie
even then, the Syndicate shall decide the award, taking into
congideration the qualifications of the candidates in English
and the age of the candidate, preference being given to the
candidate who has the highest qualification in English and
is young in age.

(8) The Prize shall be awarded to the winner ata
meeting of the Senate; if in any year the Prize-winner ig
unable to attend personally to receive the Prize, the Syndi-
cate shall make arrangements to send the amount to him. In
case of demise of the Prize-winner before the actual award,
the amount shall be payable to his or her heirs according
to Law.

(4) The Prize amount shall be paid in cash or by
cheque. The award amount shall on no account be divided
or reduced. If in any year or series of years the prize is mnot
awarded, the Prize amount of the year or years shall be added
to the Prize amount of the year when the Prize is awarded
and the full amount shall be paid to the Prize-winner of that
year. Only the extra amount available over the Prize
amount of every year shall be added to the corpus of the
fund.

(8) The award of the Prize with the name and address
of the recipient each year shall be communicated to His
Holiness Kasivasi Swaminatha Thambiran Avergal of Tirupa-
nandal or to His Successors-in-interest for information,
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(6) The endowment shall not be diverted to any purpose
other than the one intended by the Donor. If, at any future
time, the Oriental Title Vidwan (Final) Examination under
Regulation 7-D Tamil alone of the University is replaced and
or the rules or regulations for the Examination are modified,
i shall be competent for the Syndicate to make such arrange-
ments for the award of the Prize to a candidate who in their
opinion, satisfies the intention of the Donor, i. e., to stimulate
and advance the study of Tamil.

(7) It shall be competent for the Syndicate to invest in
any Securities or otherwise amounts available for investment
from the interest available over the Prize amount and if the
capital amount of the endowment, in case the Government
Securities in which the amount is now invested are tendered
for payment by Government,

(By order)
KASI MUTT, SUBBARAYA PILLAI
THIRUPANANDAL. Supervisor,

N.B: I. The above Endowment has been accepted by
the University of Madras and comes into force
from the year 1937.

II. The payment of the above endowment in one
lomp sum especially in these days of financial
depressions was made possible mostly by the
willingness with which The Manufacturers’
Life Insurance Company, Toronto, America,
accommodated to us in time on liberal terms
with & substantial loan on our Life Ingurance
Policy No. 4;46,4186.
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INTRODUCTION

The fame of Rao Sahib V. P. Subramania Mudaliyar
reached my ears long before I had the opportunity of
making his acquaintance. Some of the most eminent
Tamil scholars with whom I had the happiness of being
associated bore eloquent testimony to the profound
scholarship and spotless character of Mr. Mudaliyar.
His published works revealed to me a well-disciplined
mind and a personality that responded to all that is
noble and lofty in the domain of literature.

It was in the suburbs of the sacred city of Chidam-
baram that I first had the pleasure of meeting him. I
was then the head of the Tamil Department of the
Annamalai University, and the Syndicate had invited
Mr. Mudaliyar to be the Chairman of the Examination
Board of the Tamil Department. Having heard so much
of Mr. Mudaliyar, and having read a good many of his
published works, I was so anxious to meet him and
eagerly looked forward to the day fixed for the meeting
of the Board. The thoroughness with which the
Chairman attended to his exacting duties and his
intellectual virility impressed me greatly. After the
meeting of the Board, the Chairman spent a few days
in the University, to the immense pleasure of the under-
graduabes, scholars and teachers of the Tamil Depart-
ment. The talks given by Mr. Mudaliyar very often
centred round Kamban, and Thiruvalluvar, two of the
greatest figures in the wide realms of Tamil Literature.

The Kamba-Ramayana Inkavi-thirattu, ¢a Com-
pendium of the sweetest songs of Kamba Ramayanam’
was serially appearing in the pages of the ¢Senthamil’

" for some years past, and those of us who had read the
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brilliant interpretation of Kamban given by Mr. Mudali-
yar were prepared to discuss the subject and to be intro-
duced to further beauties lying hidden in the rajestic
verse of the greatest epic poet of Tamil land. The Kamba
Ramayanam is so vast, running to over forty thousand
lines, and so magnificent that none but those who have
spent a lifetime in mastering it could speak of it with
authority. Mr. Mudaliyar had attempted and achieved
the stupendous task of mastering Kamban and had
brought to bear to the study of Kamban the same cnergy,
earnestness, and thoroughness which he gives even to the
minutest task entrusted to him. The result of his
extended study and patient research is being published
in the ¢Senthamil’ since 1922. The great work is
nearing completion. This book that is now offered fo the
Tamil Public is the first part ‘Bala Kandam’ of ‘Kamba
Ramayana Saran’. As I am writing, I have before me
besides the ‘Bala Kandam’, the ‘Ayodhya Kandany,
the ‘Aranya Kandam’, the ‘Kishkinda Kandam’ and
portions of the ‘Sundara Kandam’.

As already mentioned, these ‘studies’ appeared
serially in the pages of the ‘Senthamil’, tho official
organ of the Madura Tamil Sangam. The Tamil Sangam
at Madura continues to preserve in a way the literary
traditions associated with the ancient city of the Pandyan
monarchs. Some of the most eminent of contemporary
Tamil scholars have identified themselves with the work
of the Sangam and this learned Society is always jealous
of its reputation. The fact that the present work
appeared serially in the ‘Senthamil’ is in itself sufficient
testimony to its high standard of excellence.

The most notable among the works already publish-
ed by Mr. Mudaliyar is the Tamil translation of Milton’s
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Paradise Lost, Book I. The great epic of Milton and
the equally great epic of Kamban have many points in
common. Both poems immortalize the unconquerable
spirit of the respective ages in which they were written.
Both poems attempt ¢to assert Eternal providence and
justify the ways of God to men’. In both some of the
scenes are laid amidst the splendours of Heaven. In
Milton’s epic the Son of God offers to die in man’s stead.
In Kamban’s epic the great Gtod, who forgot His divi-
nity on hearing the wails of a suffering world walks in
the midst of kings, outcastes and recluses as a man
among men sharing their joys and sorrows.

The Sublime and the Heroic in literature naturally
appeal to minds that are moulded on high principles
and lofty ideals. Herein we find the reason why Mr.
Mudaliyar was attracted to the two great epics of the
Hast and the West. Born of a well-to-do Vellala family
of Tinnevelly, Madras Presidency, on the 14th August,
1857, Mr. Subramania Mudaliyar will soon be entering
into his eightieth year. Throughout his life, all who
came in contact with him have testified to his devotion
to duty, nobility of character, generosity and erudition.
The Tamil translation of Paradise Tiost earned the
approbation of the greatest European Tamil Scholar,
Dr. G. U. Pope. The greatest living Tamil Scholar,
Pandit Mahamahopadyaya Swaminatha Iyer, has
warmly appreciated the writings of Mr. Mudaliyar. The
Tamil introduction to the present work is from his
gifted pen.

The learned Mahamahopadyaya says, ¢Mr.
Mudaliyar whom I know for several years is highly
learned both in English and Tamil, and possesses the
rare abiliby of writing sweet Tamil prose and beautiful
Tamil poems. When I came in contact with him,



XXVi

I noted that his conversation afforded me a rare and
unique pleasure. As the Mudaliyar has assiduously applied
himself to the study of Tamil and English literary works,
all who listened to his lucid expositions become well
aware of his abiding interest in literature and his rare
abilities of interpretation and appreciation. With keen
insight and wide general reading he has applied himself
from his younger days to the study of Kamba-Ramayanain
and the results of his deep research are now presented
in the form of this volume. Nothing morc need be
said in the way of commending the book to the Tamil
reading public.

In his learned commentary on the Bala-Kandam,
Mr. Mudaliyar beautifully discusses the following among
several other equally-interesting topics: Kamban’s con-
ception of the transcendent aspect of the Supreme Being;
the poet’s appreciation of the great work of his prede-
cessor, Valmiki; the points of similarity in the poetry of
Valmiki, Kalidasa, Valluvar and Kamban; the immanent
aspect of the Divine Being; the existence of souls; the
greatness of Womanhood; the gencrosity, valour and
wisdom of the inhabitants of Kosala; the magnificence of
the city of Ayodhya; the characteristics of true learning,
the qualities to be noted in a great ruler of men; the
greatness of the sages; the varying aspects of nature; the
opulence of the city of Mithila ruled by the Sage-king
Janaka; the meeting of the hero and heroine; the course
of true love; the greatness of the dynasty of Rahu; the
marks of a true Kshatriya; amusements and entertain-
ments; innocent revelry; marriage rites and ceremonies;
and Kshatriya prowess. While describing Kosala,
Ayodhya, and the kings of the solar race, Kamban gives
us a true picture of Chola nadu and Chola monarchs
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Kamba-Ramayanam has thus become a national heritage
of the Tamil people.

From the time of its composition, Kamban’s im-
mortal epic has captured the heart of the Tamilians.
Thirty generations have perused it with pleasure, and
countless gencrations of the future will find in it a source
of endless delight. Kamban is not only the greatest
Tamil poet, bub he does at the same time occupy a very
high place, if not the highest, among the galaxy of learned
scholars. The popular saying ¢ sodlip Quius: atbuer’
is worth noting in this connection. The erudition of
Kamban, often makes his poetry difficult of comprehen-
sion. Itishere that the lucid exposition of My. Mudaliyar
would greatly assist all students of Kamban’s poetry.
In conclusion, one can confidently say that this book
will open the portals of the wide expanse ‘that deep-
browed Kamban ruled as his demesne’ to those that
have not yet entered into those vast realms, and to the
fortunate few who have entered therein, the book will
serve as a guide to lead them to spots of fresh delight.

Kalladiuppodai, SWAMI VIPULANANDA.

Shivananda Vidyalaya,
BATTICALOA (Ceylon.)}
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